Epilogue: Judgments                4*3
individuals: what have you done with the honour of
France ?
Consult the martyr-list of kings who have paid with their
lives for their crimes, their blunders, and, sometimes, only
for their weakness . . . and judge yourself, if you dare,
by comparing yourself with them!
The picturesque, disturbing and enigmatic figure of
M. Pierre Laval has flitted several times through my
story, manoeuvring, busying himself, plotting. That he
worked hard behind the scenes of the political theatre is
incontestable. To what extent did his influence make
itself felt in the decision of June i6th, notably by his
direct or indirect intervention with Marshal P6tain ? Are
we to believe the boasts ascribed to him that on June igth
and 20th he prevented the Government's departure to
Perpignan ? There was never any need to restrain P6tain
and Baudouin from leaving. But if he clings to this
distinction, let us credit him with it, the less hesitantly
since, after a short period of waiting, he became for a
short period, politically speaking, the most favoured heir of
the infamous crime of Bordeaux, was certainly in large
measure the engineer of his own good fortune, and has
subsequently been at pains to justify its frightful origin.
The capitulation in June had left the country in suspense
and uncertainty over the degree of abasement to which
the enemy would compel France to descend. With dia-
bolical perseverance, M. Pierre Laval devoted himself to
hastening on total sacrifice, as though he feared either
that a delay might allow France to be saved, or that the
caution and dedication of Marshal P<5tain to his task might
interfere to prevent him achieving his fell purpose to the full.
Without the Marshal he would not have dared. Covered
by him, without a tremor he drove the nails into the feet
and hands of his crucified country.
In the days of the Byzantine Empire, the troops in
Africa, and afterwards the Senate, bestowed the imperial
purple, against his will, on an aged pro-consul named